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Goals

1. To conduct research on marine top predators, 
including seabirds, seals, sharks and cetaceans 
particularly in relation to global change, 
conservation and sustainable resource management.

2. To provide learning opportunities and train post-
graduate students in various aspects involving 
marine top predators.

3. To be involved in various forms of engagement, 
using charismatic predator species to stimulate 
public interest in marine biodiversity and 
conservation.



Members

8 Staff, contract and research associates

6 Post-docs

15 Post-graduate students



Sibusisiwe Tele (Ngqulana)
“The taxonomic status of dolphins Tursiops spp. and Delphinus 
spp. in South African waters”

Gwendoline Traisnel
"African penguin phenotypic plasticity during global changes"

Danielle Fife
"Tracking trace elements (including heavy metals) in seabird 
communities using stable isotopes and fatty acids"

Rabi'a Ryklief
"Gannets in contrasting environments: behaviour, 
demographics and indicators of environmental change"

Tegan Carpenter-Kling
“Marine top predator distribution and diet at the Sub-Antarctic 
Prince Edward Islands”

PhD



Jonathan Handley
“Gentoo penguin foraging ecology at the Falkland Islands”

Dr Alejandra Vargas Fonseca
“Abundance, distribution and population genetic structure of 
Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops aduncus) along the 
southeast coast of South Africa”

Jonathan Botha
“A regional assessment of foraging and trophic ecology of the 
Cape fur seal (Arctocephalus pusillus pusillus)”



Makabongwe Sigqala
“Decadal shifts in marine top predators on Marion Island”

Danielle Van Den Heever
“Foraging ecology of Wedge-tailed Shearwaters (Puffinus
pacificus) breeding in two islands in the tropical western Indian 
Ocean: Seychelles and la Réunion”

Kuhle Hlati
“Assessing spatio-temporal patterns of cetacean occurrence in 
the south-east coast of South Africa, using synchronised
automated acoustic and visual monitoring systems”

MSc
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